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Mother Nature

Why can we only see half of a rainbow? How do trees help us breathe? 
What are clouds made of? Simple text and vibrant photos answer common 
questions young readers have about things they observe in the natural 
world. 

These books are perfect for curious young readers eager to learn about the 
world around them. They also support NGSS standards to enhance Earth 
science curriculums. 

Key features:
• Basic introductions to scientifi c concepts using easy to 
 understand language.
• Call-outs make connections between text concepts and 
 supporting photos.
• Includes additional fun facts and photo glossary.

Sample title: Waterfalls

Whirlpools, caves, and plunge pools, oh my! From where they form to why 
they form and the effects they have on the land around them, this book 
answers common questions young readers have about waterfalls. Vivid 
photos allow the reader to take a picture tour of some of nature’s greatest 
marvels.

• Check out pages 4 and 5 to see photo/ text call-out. Page 19 for   
 photographic list of waterfall types. Also, see pages 22 and 23 for   
 waterfall facts and photo glossary.

Grades K-2

Class Notes: 
Rourke’s new non-fi ction titles 
help develop academic vocabulary. 
They will also help develop 
content knowledge in Science 
and Social Studies, assisting with 
growth in state test scores. All 
the science titles support NGSS 
standards. Utilize specifi c title 
topics to help districts/campuses 
fi ll in the gaps in their curriculum. 
Also use them as “add-ons” to our 
NGSS and STEM+ programs.

HC $20.95 
PB $7.95
24 pages
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Ocean Animals

Seahorses are hitchhikers. Octopuses have beaks. And some fi sh can 
fl y! This series employs simple text and vivid photos to introduce young 
readers to intriguing sea creatures, their habitats, unique features, 
and behaviors.

These books are perfect for curious young readers eager to learn about the 
amazing animals that live in the world’s seas and oceans. They also support 
NGSS standards, and can be used to enhance classroom lessons.

Key features:
• Call-outs make connections between text concepts and    
 supporting photos.
• Includes additional fun facts about the featured animal.
• Photo glossary supports new vocabulary.

Sample title: Seahorses

Seahorses can move their eyes in opposite directions. They can look for 
food with one eye and predators with the other.

Seahorses are noisy! They growl when they are stressed. They make 
clicking sounds when they are ready to mate.

Roaming eyeballs? Growling fi sh? Cool! Each page of Seahorses features 
intriguing facts chosen for their kid appeal.

• Check out pages 10 and 11 for call-out example; see pages 22    
 and 23 for fun facts and photo glossary.

Grades PreK-2

Class Notes: 
The inside covers also include a 

simple “Extension” activity. Also 

note at the end of these books the 

“Websites” to visit.

HC $20.95 
PB $7.95
24 pages
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Transportation and Me! 

How will I get there? I know, I’ll take the ... 

Young readers are taken for a ride as the child narrator introduces them to 
the basics of popular transportation methods. From the meter on a taxi to 
the captain on a boat, each book touches on all the most interesting details. 

Key features:
• Lively, conversational text.
• Photos represent diverse populations.
• Callouts connect images to text. 
• Photo glossary supports new vocabulary. 
• Includes websites for further reading and online activities.

Sample title: Airplanes

Booklist says: Readers take fl ight in this Transportation and Me! series title, 
which follows a young African American girl on a plane ride from takeoff to 
touchdown, conveniently skipping over the hassle of navigating the airport. 
… Double-page spreads boast large photo illustrations and a few sentences 
of basic text. Labeled illustrations introduce the main parts of the airplane 
(cockpit, wings, engines, wheels) and its fl ight crew. 

• Check out pages 10 and 11 for callout example. See page 23 for 
 photo glossary.

Grades PreK-2

HC $20.95 
PB $7.95
24 pages
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Reptiles

Reptiles may give some adults the heebie-jeebies, but they often captivate 
young children. With eye-catching photos and identifying callouts 
supporting the text, the Reptiles series goes beyond the basic nonfi ction 
early reader: These interactive books invites youngsters to engage with 
the text both by applying what they know and making inferences from the 
information supplied. 

School Library Journal says: Simple comprehension challenges are included 
with the text. For example, after reading that “Reptiles are cold blooded” 
and “Snakes are reptiles,” readers are asked: “Are they cold blooded?” … 
Notable images include a snake skeleton, a swimming turtle, and 
hatching alligators.

Key features:
• Age appropriate details about animals that fascinate kids.
• Second-person narration prompts interaction and critical thinking  
  through inference.
• Presents youngsters with opportunities to consider ways people are   
 like animals, promoting empathy for nature.
• Picture glossary supports new vocabulary.

Sample title: Crocodiles 

Crocodiles don’t sweat. They open their mouths to cool off, like a panting dog. 
Is a crocodile a dog?

Cue a chorus of “Noooo!” Young readers will delight in drawing upon 
their knowledge to engage with the text as they learn basic facts about the 
largest reptiles on Earth.

• Check out pages 12 and 13 for photo callouts. See page 23 for 
 photo glossary.

Grades PreK-2

HC $20.95 
PB $7.95
24 pages
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Craft It! 

This series delivers an array of crafty ideas for special occasion gift-giving, 
using inexpensive materials, a bit of ingenuity, and plenty of creativity!  Step-
by-step instructions, materials list, and suggestions for variations on the 
project included. Projects are designed to align with grade-appropriate arts 
curriculum standards.

Crafts include no-sew blankets and scarves, trinket boxes, string art, and 
ornaments.

Key features:
• Step-by-step instructions are supported by photos of project in   
 progress and completed.
• Glossary to support new vocabulary.
• Materials listed by project and in comprehensive list.

Sample title: Mother’s Day Gifts

Rose prints made with celery. Tiny trinket bowls. Handmade paper beads. 
These are just a few of the original works of arts young readers can learn 
to make for loved ones using simple materials such as egg cartons, paper 
plates, and old magazines.

• Check out pages 4 and 5 for comprehensive materials list; pages 8 and  
 9 for example of materials list, supporting sidebar, and tip boxes. 

Grades 2-4

Class Notes: 
As with the “Make It” series, these 

books fi t into the new Maker Space 

trend. This series covers 

holiday projects.

HC $22.95 each
PB $8.95
32 pages
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Make It! 

This series features projects perfect for creating at home, or in library or 
classroom maker spaces. Utilizing affordable materials, these hands-on 
activity books are sure to spark ingenuity and excitement for makers of 
all ages.

Projects range from touchscreen gloves, clay creatures, robots made from 
electric toothbrushes, air-powered boats, and stop-motion animation.

Key features:
• Step-by-step instructions supported by photos of projects in progress   
 and completed.
• Materials listed by project and in comprehensive list.
• “Why It Works” sections explain the science that makes a 
 project possible.
• Can be used to provide starter projects for students new to maker   
 spaces, giving them a foundation to create their own inventions using   
 what they learn.

Sample title: Circuitry and Electronics

From paper circuits to butterfl y lights, readers will learn how to turn simple 
materials such as paper, potatoes, and paper clips into super-cool works 
of art. 
• Check out page 10 for a “How It Works” example.

Grades 3-8

Class Notes: 
“Maker Space” has grown 

tremendously recently. This series, 

along with the next, “Craft It” and 

our previous “Step By Step Projects” 

can fi t into this recent trend. 

Although it’s not for project building, 

our earlier “How It Works” series 

might fi t with this.

HC $22.95 each
PB $8.95
32 pages
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Plant Parts

This series digs into the form and function of a specifi c part of a plant, 
where it’s found and how it aids a plant’s survival. An activity in each book 
demonstrates how water and sunlight play a critical role in plant growth. 
And fun facts bolster the basics:

One honeybee can visit more than a thousand fl owers in a day.
Broccoli, caulifl ower, and artichokes are fl owers.

A wild fi g tree in South Africa has roots that extend 400 feet below the soil, 
giving it the deepest roots of any tree on Earth.

Key features:
• Simple diagrams support readers’ understanding of plant processes.
• Hands-on activities invite readers to actively engage with the topic.
• Glossary and after-reading questions bolster comprehension.

Sample title: Soil

Did you know? 
Soils exist in more than 400 variations of red, yellow, brown, black, white, and 
gray. The colors come mostly from the minerals in the soil.

It takes hundreds of years to make an inch of soil.

This book dishes the dirt on everything soil-related, from what it’s made of 
to its function for sustaining plant life.
• Check out pages 12 and 13 for a spread featuring diagrams and fun   
 fact; see page 21 for a hands-on activity 

Grades 2-4

Class Notes: 
These titles delve deeper into the 

specifi c parts and needs of plants. 

This should be helpful in developing 

content knowledge and vocabulary 

for state science testing. The 

diagrams are a good time to stress 

how Rourke ebooks/PDFs are 

excellent to use with projectors and 

whiteboards and even printed 

as handouts.

HC $20.95 each
PB $7.95
24 pages
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Science Alliance

A cheetah and a train are traveling at the same speed. 
Which has more energy? 
Which animal can taste with its feet?
Why did people think mice came from cheese?
What does engineering have to do with sliced bread?

Books in the Science Alliance series cover a variety of topics students 
in grades two through four are encountering in their classrooms. From 
engineering to animal senses, and heredity to the states of matter, each 
book delves into the most intriguing details of the topic in lively, kid-friendly 
language.

Key features:
• Includes activities and experiments.
• Quirky facts and relatable examples provide kid-appeal.
• Easy to understand charts and diagrams support text.

Sample title: Think Like an Engineer

What is engineering? What do engineers do? How do they do it? 

Think Like an Engineer examines the cognitive, creative, and practical 
processes engineering professionals use to develop and improve solutions 
to everyday human needs, from housing to technology. 

This introduction to the basic premises of engineering inspires imagination 
and encourages critical thinking and creative problem solving.
• Check out pages 26 and 27: Readers discover here that    
 engineering isn’t limited to adults. Kids are making real 
 contributions to better the world every day. 
• Also see pages 28 and 29 for activities to get readers building 
 and thinking. 

Grades 2-4

Class Notes: 
This series covers an array of topics 

to develop content knowledge in 

science. These books are good 

examples of how Rourke includes 

a variety of insets, charts, graphs, 

historical facts in on non-fi ction 

books. Most likely these books would 

be individual titles to fi ll in 

curriculum gaps.

HC $22.95 each
PB $8.95
32 pages
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Define and Design 

Engineers defi ne the problem, then design a solution. This series is a fun, 
informative look at engineering processes used to develop products that 
help people in their everyday lives. From sports helmets and transportation 
systems to disaster-proof housing, each book examines the variety of ways 
engineers design and test products, and improve upon existing products. 

Key features:
• Examines the engineering process using products kids are familiar   
 with and interested in: clothing, sports gear, 
 construction, transportation.
• Includes makerspace projects to turn reader into a doer.
• Sidebars add quirky and/or intriguing information that adds kid-  
 appeal and bolsters the main text.

Sample title: Staying Warm, Keeping Cool

Heated vests that plug into motorcycles. “Smart” clothing that monitor the 
physical well-being of the wearer. Body refrigerators. These are just a few 
of the technologies engineers have dreamed up to help people stay warm 
or keep cool. Various inventions and new technologies are discussed, with 
book divided by temperature goals. 

This book includes two makerspace projects: a cooling neck scarf (page 29) 
and a cup cozy to keep a drink warm (pages 16 and 17).

• Check out the sidebars providing related, interesting tidbits on   
 pages 9, 23, and 27.

Grades 4-6

Class Notes: 
The defi ne/study/solution cycle 

emphasized in these books supports 

STEM/STEAM programs.  Stress the 

“Maker Projects” and the practice of 

academic vocabulary.

HC $22.95 each
PB $8.95
32 pages
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Engineering Wonders 

This series focuses on manmade wonders across––and beyond––the globe. 
Each book addresses the obstacles of construction, the effects on society, 
the science of engineering these superstructures, and interesting facts 
such as:

The hangar bay on an aircraft carrier stores about 60 aircraft and gear two 
levels below the fl ight deck. Huge hydraulic platform elevators can each lift two 
74,000-pound (33,566 kilogram) fi ghter jets.

International Space Station toilets look different from those on Earth. Water 
and waste would fl oat out of a normal toilet bowl. The ISS toilet uses small 
openings and suction to whisk waste away. There are different places for pee 
and poop too. 
Getting the hang of it takes hours of training.

Sunlight powers the Hubble telescope. It has solar arrays that convert sunlight 
into electricity. Batteries store some electricity to power the telescope when it 
is in Earth’s shadow.

Key features:
• Comprehensive overviews of innovative engineering feats.
• Sidebars and photos enhance and expand on the main text with   
 interesting details.
• Includes discussion on possibilities for future innovations and    
 opportunities for new ideas to improve upon current methods, inviting  
 readers to imagine their own contributions to the fi eld.

Sample title: Telescopes

From Hans Lippershey’s groundbreaking invention to the James Webb 
Space Telescope scheduled to launch in 2018, this book opens readers’ eyes 
to the marvels of human progress in engineering and the discoveries such 
inventions allow, going far beyond what’s visible with the naked eye.
• Check out pages 14 and 15 to for illustrations of early telescopes,   
 compared to pages 42 and 43 demonstrating progress/ the future of   
 space telescopes.

Grades 3-5

Class Notes: 
These titles are additions to the 

series “Engineering Wonders”’ fi ts 

well into STEM/STEAM programs.

HC $24.95 each
PB $9.95
48 pages
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STEAM 
Jobs You’ll Love  

From wildlife offi cers to robot designers, this series introduces readers 
to exciting career fi elds by exploring opportunities in the fi elds and their 
connections to the studies of science, technology, engineering, art, 
and math. 

With a blend of current real-world examples and general job overviews, 
these books totally immerse readers in the fi eld, exposing them to a variety 
of options they may not otherwise know exist. Drawing connections 
between the day to day activities of professionals and the STEAM subjects 
readers are learning, these books also answer a common student question: 
When am I ever going to need to know this stuff?

Key features:
• “Real STEAM Job” sections highlight specifi c career functions 
 and requirements.
• Each book features jobs related to one or more STEAM studies, with   
 a mix of creative, scientifi c, and technical options appealing to a variety  
 of interests.
• Includes a breakdown of education requirements and skills needed for  
 popular roles in the fi eld.

Sample title: Wildlife Conservation

From fl ying high over forest fi res to squatting in a jungle watching primates 
preen, wildlife conservation requires professionals with a multitude of 
backgrounds to work in an array of settings. College professors, wildlife 
offi cers, researchers, photographers, and other professionals in the fi eld 
have a common goal: protect Earth’s natural resources.

Example text: Conservation engineers design and build places for people to 
enjoy the outdoors while at the same time making sure that these places are 
safe for animals and not harmful to their environment. A conservation engineer 
might build a ski slope, an aquarium, or a zoo. They might help a national park 
decide where to build a new road.

• Check out pages 12 and 13 for a sampling of text, diagrams, photos   
 and fast facts; see pages 44 and 45 to see the education/skills    
 breakdown of popular jobs in the fi eld.

Grades 4-8

Class Notes: 
Highlight that with these books 

they can hit 2 birds with one stone: 

STEAM and careers, topics that are 

both usually covered at these grade 

levels. Tie together with our other 

STEM and STEAM series for a whole 

package. Look for STEM/STEAM 

campuses.

HC $24.95 each
PB $9.95
48 pages
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Vroom! Hot Cars  

This high-interest series is an exciting look at some of the hottest sports 
cars available today. Includes information on the car’s history, features, 
what sets it apart, who makes it, where it’s made, and interesting uses. 
Eye-catching photos will rev the engines of car lovers of all ages!

Key features:
• Short text (less than 1,000 words) packed with information provides   
 the key details readers want.
• Conversational, lively tone turns mechanical details into a fun, 
 fast read.
• Vivid full-color photos. 
• Sidebars add intrigue with interesting little-known nuggets 
 of information.

Sample title: Jaguar F Type

Did you know? 

The Jaguar F Type’s headlights were inspired by the design for the Tie-Fighters 
from Star Wars.

The short fi lm “Desire” was produced to launch the Jaguar F Type.

Ian Cullum, the Jaguar F Type designer, fi rst submitted drawings to the company 
in 1968 when he was 14 years old, hoping to land a job. They told him to keep 
taking art classes. In 1999, he got the gig.

Jaguar F Type goes beyond the engineering and mechanics of the luxury sports 
car, weaving in little-known details and fun facts that kids love 
to read.

• Check out pages 20 and 21 for an example 

Grades 4-8

Class Notes: 
These are additional titles to a strong 

selling series. Many schools have 

“car” books, they are often outdated; 

this series highlights the newest, 

hottest cars.

HC $22.95
32 pages
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Weird, True Facts 

Ancient Mayas kept bees as pets.

Every year, people in Ivrea, Italy, recreate the 1194 revolt against the country’s 
king. Their weapons? oranges! 

Thousands of bacteria form an ecosystem like a rainforest in your bellybutton.

This series presents a colorful buffet of colorful, curious trivia, ranging from 
the skinny-dipping habits of a particular U.S. president to the amount of 
gold contained in a human body. And you won’t believe what a kid once 
brought into a White House elevator! 

Key features:
• Short, humorous text (less than 1,000 words) packed with quirky   
 details––perfect for capturing the attention of reluctant and    
 enthusiastic readers alike.
• Quirky, irreverent photos and art.
• Includes bonus facts, glossary, and introductory support relevant to   
 topic (see page 2).

Sample title: U.S. Presidents

Which president was a wrestling champ? Who had teeth made from 
hippopotamus ivory? Who could write Greek with one hand and Latin with 
the other, at the same time?

This irreverent look at past presidents provides little-known details and 
funny anecdotes that humanize these historical fi gures and add hilarity 
to history.
• Check out page 2 for the introduction that tells readers how U.S.   
 presidents are elected and how the election date was chosen; see   
 pages 28 and 29 for bonus facts

Grades 4-8

Class Notes: 
These interesting facts could be 

turned into a classroom trivia game/

competition. Interest in the weird 

facts by reluctant readers could lead 

them to read other books or do 

research into the topic/facts.

HC $22.95
32 pages
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Mythology Marvels 

Before the comic book Spiderman, there was another: The American Indian 
Sioux tribe’s trickster, Iktomi.

Ancient Egyptians believed the Nile River rose each year from the tears of the 
goddess Isis.

Ancient Greeks believed the goddess Athena was cut from Zeus’s head.

This series introduces young readers to the basics of mythology in several 
cultures, focusing on the origins of stories, intriguing anecdotes, lesser-
known tidbits, and ties to modern culture. 

Whether they read straight through, fl ip through for the pictures, or skip 
around reading what catches their eye, readers are sure to be drawn in by 
the captivating art and fantastical stories. These books are designed to be 
read over and over again.

Key features:
• Mix of original illustrations and classic artworks.
• Clear, concise narrative summarizes popular myths and helps readers   
 grasp the concept of mythology and why it exists.
• Short text (less than 1,000 words) provides key details without   
 intimidating reluctant readers.
• Glossary supports new/unfamiliar vocabulary.

Sample title: Roman Mythology

From the 12 Olympian divinities to the mortals they encountered to the 
monuments and relics they inspired, this book provides a comprehensive 
look at the foundations of Roman mythology in a condensed, 
kid-friendly format. 

Includes a chart showing the Greek’s version of the same gods/goddesses.
• Check out pages 10 and 11 for example of mixed illustrations and   
 classic artworks; see pages 28 and 29 for real-world connection.

Grades 4-8

Class Notes: 
Great introduction to mythology for 

young readers. Can be used to tie 

modern situations/books/movies to 

their classic myth origins.

HC $22.95 each
PB $8.95
32 pages



Catalog page 52

You Have a Pet What?!

A Booklist star reviewed and “highly recommended” series highlighting 
some not-so-typical and totally amazing pets!

Booklist says: After fl ipping through the utterly adorable full-color 
photos of cute creatures in the You Have a Pet What?! series, youngsters 
might want to ditch their doggies and rush to their nearest exotic-pets 
breeder. Before they’re out the door, however, make sure they get a 
load of the comprehensive text, which is packed with practical, clearly 
written information. … Though most kids will be (thankfully) dissuaded 
by the amount of specialized care these animals require, the beautifully 
reproduced photos of oddball pets are undeniably appealing, and there are 
enough fascinating and informative facts to keep readers enthralled.

Key features:
• Captivating, non-traditional pets are certain to draw in curious readers.  

Wait, you have a pet ... what?!
• Fun facts and let pointers provide interesting trivia and practical advice  
 for aspiring pet owners. 
• Includes before and after reading activities, comprehension questions,  
 and websites for further information.

Sample title: Skunks
Did you know? A group of skunks is called a surfeit. Babies are called kits. 
These little stinkers can live inside, just like cats and dogs. But only after 
they have their musky scent glands removed. 

Readers will learn the differences between wild and domesticated skunks, 
where it’s legal to keep them as pets, and how to care for them.

• Check out pages 14 and 15 for a fun fact, a pet pointer, and adorable   
 photos. See page 26 for skunk communication skills. See page 29   
 for things to think about when considering a pet (included in all books  
 in series)

Grades 3-5

HC $22.95
32 pages
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Dog Applause

Young readers will learn all about a breed’s origins, unique traits, and 
specifi c care requirements in this series featuring popular dog breeds. Each 
book includes informational text that supports reading standards, vibrant 
photos, before and after reading activities, comprehension questions, and 
websites for further information.

Readers will learn:
The tallest dog ever recorded was a Great Dane named Zeus. Zeus measured 
44 inches (112 centimeters) from paw to shoulder. He was as big as a donkey! 

The Australian Shepherd breed was developed in the United States.

French bulldogs are not really French. Nor bulldogs.

Key features:
• Straightforward text gives readers pros and cons about a 
 particular breed.
• Emphasize duration and responsibility of pet ownership.
• Fun facts and doggie advice provide interesting trivia and practical   
 information for aspiring dog owners.

Sample title: Let’s Hear It for French Bulldogs
French bulldogs, or Frenchies, are playful people-pleasers. Some call them 
four-legged clowns! From the origin of the breed to its temperament and 
health issues, this book gives young readers a comprehensive overview of 
the breed and important considerations for pet ownership.

• Check out pages 10 and 11 for a visual explanation of the breed’s   
 origins. See pages 16 and 17 to see how health considerations are   
 addressed. See pages 22 and 23 for glossary, comprehension questions,  
 and websites for further research.

Grades 4-8

HC $20.95
24 pages
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Dropping In On

This popular series recommended by School Library Journal and Booklist 
features vibrant photos, before and after reading activities, comprehension 
questions, and websites for further information.

School Library Journal says: A diverse group of cartoon children riding in 
a hot-air balloon drop in on American cities to see the sights and sample 
local culture and cuisine. All of the books touch on the title city’s history, 
culture, sports, populations, food, and entertainment but in varying 
amounts, allowing individual books to focus on what makes each city 
unique. For instance, Washington D.C. explores many monuments and 
museums, Orlando theme parks, and Philadelphia early-American heritage. 
Large, well-captioned contemporary and historical photos illustrate the 
breezy and fast-paced texts, which average about a paragraph per page. 
Superimposed cartoon fi gures of the children tell readers asides such as 
the correct way to order a Philly cheesesteak or bits of trivia about people 
and places. VERDICT: Entertaining titles to introduce emerging readers to 
some of America’s most visited cities.

Key features: 
• Lively, conversational tone makes informational text accessible and   
 entertaining to read.
• Sidebars and speech bubbles bolster entertainment and education   
 factor with intriguing trivia tidbits and fun facts.
• Includes glossary, comprehension questions, and websites for 
 further reading.

Sample title: Dropping In On New Orleans

Slave trades. Struggles. Saints. Spirits. And all that jazz. The enthralling 
past, present, and future of New Orleans jumps off the page with dazzling 
photos and fast-paced text focused on the most  remarkable aspects of this 
city below sea level. 

• Check out pages 20 and 21 for an appetizing sample of sidebars and   
 cartoon fun facts.

Grades 3-5

HC $22.95
PB $8.95
32 pages
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State Guides

From the Blue Hen of Delaware to the Buckeyes of Ohio to the Gold Butte 
National Monument in Nevada, this series is teeming with fascinating facts 
about all types of offi cial United States symbols––from sea to shining sea. 

These comprehensive guides are excellent resources for young readers and 
researchers.

Key features:
• Interesting anecdotes about the origins and adoptions of state    
 symbols, including fl ags, fl owers, monuments/landmarks, birds,   
 and capitals.
• Includes charts with adoption dates and other topic-specifi c data.
• Table of contents and index support both casual reader 
 and researcher.

Sample title: Flags

This title includes the origins of each state fl ag’s design and anecdotes about 
the fl ag’s adoption.

Example: Alaska’s Flag

This design was created for a contest in 1927 by 13-year-old John Bell 
Benson. The seven gold stars on the left represent the Big Dipper and the 
one on the right the North Star.

Grades 4-8

Class Notes: 
The new State Guide series can 

serve as a companion sale to our US 

Regions series along with Dropping 

In On… and possibly Symbols of 

Freedom. Stress that students need 

physical books like this to practice 

doing research, not just all on 

the Internet.

$24.95 each / 48 pages
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Ready Readers

This diverse collection of low-level fi ction features full-color illustrations and 
engaging storylines that are timely and timeless. From a trip to Grandma’s 
house to losing––and fi nding––something important, young readers 
will recognize situations and relate to the stories at a developmentally 
appropriate level. 

Ready Readers are designed for use at multiple levels of early childhood 
literacy, from pre-readers listening to the books read aloud, to emerging 
readers who can read along, to beginning readers who can read 
them alone. 

Key features:

• Include before and after reading activities, words to know, picture   
 glossaries, and other features valuable for literacy instruction as   
 emergent readers develop early fl uency.

• Lively illustrations with diverse characters support the leveled text,   
 helping reader make connections between the words and pictures.

Praise for All Kinds of Families, a Ready Readers series:
School Library Journal says: In this straightforward series, young kids are 
introduced to four different manifestations of modern families—adoption, 
divorce, multigenerational, and single parent resulting from a deceased family 
member. Each title focuses upon the bonding activities that make each 
family’s dynamic unique. Lively cartoon illustrations that are eye-catching and 
appealing enhance the stories, which are told from a child’s perspective. Though 
unapparent from the outset, multiculturalism plays a large role, with each book 
representing a different ethnicity. Helpful tips for caregivers and educators 
aiming to strengthen children’s knowledge and vocabulary are provided in the 
introductory material, as are useful activities to extend learning opportunities. 
VERDICT An inclusive look at family life for lower elementary collections. 

Grades PreK-2

Class Notes: 
Great supporting illustrations. Perfect 

for read alouds. Parent and Teacher 

support included in every title.
HC $20.95 
PB $7.95
24 pages
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Time Hop Sweets Shop 

Siblings Finley and Fiona’s Sweets Shop has plenty of treats and a special 
ingredient: an entrance accessible to anyone anywhere in time. Each 
informational chapter book starts with the siblings experiencing a common 
childhood issue, interrupted by the arrival of a historical fi gure whose own 
story gives the siblings insight into understanding and/or resolving their 
own confl ict.

The fall ‘17 titles for this extended series put the spotlight on important 
women in U.S. history, including Pocahontas, Rosa Parks, Susan B. Anthony, 
and Sally Ride.

With 32 pages and illustrations throughout, these books are accessible to 
young readers, and a perfect length for reading aloud at home or in 
the classroom. 

• Informational fi ction gives readers a slice-of-life look at key moments in  
 the lives of infl uential people in U.S. history.
• Includes nonfi ction biography of featured historical fi gure.
• People featured in the Time Hop books are integral to early    
 elementary social studies curriculums. Texts support independent   
 readers seeking more information about a person they’ve learned   
 about in class, and teachers who want to use the texts to make lessons  
 more accessible and engaging.
• Each book in series is self-contained and non-sequential. Read one or   
 read them all, in any order.

Sample title: Cupcakes with Sally Ride

Are boys or girls the best at everything? That’s the argument Finley and 
Fiona are having when Sally Ride walks into the Sweets Shop to buy a 
cupcake. The trio heads back in time to 1983 for the ride of their lives. Sally 
shares her story with the siblings as they orbit Earth.
• Check out page 26 to see Sally Ride’s biography, followed with other   
 engaging back matter, including an author Q & A, comprehension   
 questions, and a writing prompt.

Grades 1-3

Class Notes: 
These are additional titles to Rourke’s 

increasing number of fi ction chapter 

books. We started beginning chapter 

books 2 years ago. They start with 

32 pages then gradually increase in 

length from 48 to 69 to 96 pages; 

along with increasing in complexity.

This specifi c series, Time Hop Sweets 

Shoppe, is an opportunity to transfer 

students who usually only read fi ction 

to gaining an interest in historical 

non-fi ction and biographies.

kkk

HC $17.95 each
PB $9.95
32 pages



Catalog page 94

G.H.O.S.T Squad 

All cheer. No fear. That’s the G.H.O.S.T Squad’s motto. These girls hunting 
oddities and supernatural things are always up to something, whether it’s 
cheerleading practice, pep rallies, or investigating spooks. Mags, Scarlett, 
and Luna have built a business helping the haunted. And, along with 
Scarlett’s service dog, Dakota, they’re scaring up a lot of fun in the process. 

Each book in the G.H.O.S.T Squad series is self-contained and non-
sequential, so they don’t have to be read in any particular order. And every 
book is teeming with back matter, including an introduction to paranormal 
studies, information about a real reportedly haunted location like that in the 
story, author interviews, and further reading suggestions.

At 48 pages, these books are excellent for reluctant and enthusiastic 
readers alike.

Key features:
• Diverse cast of relatable characters.
• Traditional narrative style interspersed with text message    
 conversations, website articles, and emails, providing a mixed media   
 approach that’s relatable for screen-savvy young readers.
• Presents a range of viewpoints, from believers to skeptics, with   
 substantial back matter designed to provide context for reader to learn  
 more and come to their own conclusions about the paranormal.

Sample title: Fright at the Museum

A school fi eld trip gives Scarlett, Mags, and Luna their fi rst shot at cracking a 
new G.H.O.S.T. Squad case. Someone— or something—is causing mayhem 
at the museum. Spooky sounds and freaky happenings are terrifying the 
staff, and if things don’t get back to normal soon, they may all quit. Could 
someone be playing a trick on them, or is an unhappy spirit to blame?

• Check out pages 4 and 5 to meet the squad; pages 18 and 19 for mixed  
 media style; pages 44-48 for back matter, including a nonfi ction feature  
 on a real museum thought to be haunted. 

Grades 3-5

Class Notes: 
Girls Hunting Oddities and 

Supernatural Things. **Girl Power**

Students who love mysteries will 

enjoy this series. Bonus “stuff” is 

presented in the back.  With the 

addition of Galaxy Games and 

GHOST, Rourke now has a much 

fuller selection of fi ction chapter 

books.

HC $18.95 each
PB $9.95
48 pages
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Galaxy Games  

Science and literature unite! It’s game on in this action-packed series 
featuring kids from planets near and far competing at the bi-annual Galaxy 
Games. Science fi ction meets science fact with integrated information and 
engaging back matter that enhances readers’ understanding of the universe 
at large.  

Black and white interior illustrations with a retro science-fi ction feel add 
humor and visual support for alien character descriptions. 

At 48 pages, these books are excellent for reluctant and enthusiastic 
readers alike.

Key features:
• Informational fi ction weaves facts into fast-paced stories.
• Features an irresistible combination of humor, sports, and aliens.
• Character interactions emphasize teamwork, good sportsmanship,   
 empathy for others, and perseverance. 
• Each book in series is self-contained and non-sequential. Read one or   
 read them all, in any order.

Sample title: Space Face Off

Puck down, gloves off! Team Earth is ready to take the ice for the gold 
medal game against the Lobelians. Big, beefy, and brutal, there’s no one 
they’d like to cross-check more than a bunch of Earthlings. But Gemma, 
co-captain of Team Earth, is not going down without a fi ght, and not before 
she fi gures out what’s really bugging the Lobelians. 

• Check out pages 42- 45 for the Bonus Stuff! back matter, including fun  
 facts and biography of a notable contributor to space exploration.

Grades 3-5

Class Notes: 
A “Hunger Games” for younger 

students presented in a fun, non-

violent format. Includes a mix of 

space facts and non-fi ction fun as twin 

brother and sister compete. Fun facts 

and websites are included along with 

comprehension questions.

HC $18.95 each
PB $9.95
48 pages
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